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Fazakerly's Houſes in Lincoln's-Iun-Fields; 
Mrs Spinkes's in Southampton-Rou; the Afault 
apd Riot at the George Ale-houſe in Kocks- 
market; the Attempt to rob the Earl of Har- 
borough in his Chair; the robbing of Mr. Charl- 
wood an Apothecary in Covent-Garden. Of 
Burnworth's Letter to the Atrorney-General, 

and Legee's Wedding the Day after Ball's 

Murder. With many other of their nota- 
ble Pranks and Exploits, not publiſhed in 


any other Pamphler, or Dying-Speech Paper 
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To which is added, their Tryal and Conviction at 
King ſton Aſſizes, for the barbarous Murder of Thomas 


Ball; with their Behaviour both before and after 
Sentence, and at the Place of Execution, &. 
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Of the Notorious 
Eduard Burmworth, &C. 
NF . 


N he Dward Burnworth, alias Fa- 


GPS . . - 
die,, the firſt his right Name, 
aged above 23 Years, was 
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7 Mother's Father, being in the Reign of 


Eſtate there alſo, he choſe to quit He- 
Porth, and go thither with Is Family. 
B He 
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(2) 
He had not been long in that Country 
before one Mr. Burzworth, an Hiltory 
Painter, a young Man of ſome Subltance, 
of a ſober Character, and who had ac- 
quired the Repuration of a Maſter 1a his 
Buſineſs, began to make his Addreſſes to 


his eldeſt Daughter, and the young Peo- 


ple by the conſent of both their Parents 


Were ſoon married and ſettled at Alerga- 


vcuny; Where, as well on the account of 
their own good Demeanor, as of the 


exemplary Life of Mr. Franklyn, they 


were well reſpe ed, and liv'd in good 
Credit. Within the firſt Year of their 
Marriage, was born the unhappy Subje& 
of the following Narration, their Son 
Edward, who, at the Age of Six Years, 
was taken home to his Grandfather 
Mr. Franklyn, a Servant hired to attend 
him, and a particular Regard the good 
old Gentleman ſhew'd to his Education, 
he deſigning him for Oriel College in Ox- 


ford, the place where he had receiv'd his 
own, Before the Age of Eleven he was 


well vers'd in the Rules of Grammar, 


had an uncommon Pregnancy of Wit, 


and being an handſome comely Boy, he 

was admired throughout the Country. 
But behold the viciſſitude of Human 

Affairs! on a ſudden was eclips'd in its 


full Luſtre, the Glory of the Family, who 


had enjoy*d a long Series of Succeſs and 
Hap- 


9 

Happineſs. Mr. Frazklyz dying, and not 
long after him, Mr. Burzworth, his Widow 
fell into great Streights and Difficulties ; 
however, ſhe made a ſhift to keep Ed. 
ward and her other two Sons at the 
Grammar School in Abergavenny, purſu- 
ant to the dying Requeſt of their Grand- 
father, who had always kept a watchful 
Eye on their Education; but finding her- 
ſelf neceſſitated to leave that Country, 
{ſhe fold off her Effects and Furniture, 
and came with her Family to Briſtol, and 
afterwards from thence to London. 
The moſt ſhe could now propoſe to do 
for her Son Edward, was to put him 
forth Apprentice to a Trade, and accord- 
ingly ſhe bound him to Mr. Rolls, who 
wrought in hard Wares, as Buckles and 
Buttons, in Cripplegate Pariſh, a Man of 
a fair and religious Character; but the 
Lad proving not diſpos'd to work at a 
ſer Employment, and of a reſtleſs unſet- 
tled Temper, he left his Maſter before 
he had ſerved out half his Time, and 
made two Voyages to the Baltich, and 
after them another in the laſt Expedition 
to Vigo, his Maſter all the time receiving 
his Wages. At his return from Vigo, he 
wrought about the Town as a Painter, in 
which Buſineſs he had alſo good Skill, and 
might have gotten a comfortable ſub- 
ſiſtence had he kept to it; but unfortu- 
B 2 nately 


(4) 


nately falling in with a Gang of Coiners 
of falſe Money, and being nam'd in 
an Information for thoſe Practices, he 


was ſo cloſely purſued by the late Jona- 


than Mild, that he was forced to fly the 
Town and take into Surrey: where like- 
wiſe committing a Burglary, he was ap- 
prehended, and ſent to the Maiſbalſea Pri- 
ſon, and indicted for the ſame at Croydon; 


but the Evidence not being ſtrong enough = 
to convict him, he eſcap'd, tho” it was 


enerally agreed he was guilty. Not 
ong after this he made his eſcape from 


the Mayſhalſea, and was committed to 


Newgate for a Petty Larceny, where re- 


ceiving a private Correction for it, he 


was diſcharg'd thence, but taken up 


again and carried back to the Marſhalſea 


Priſon, to anſwer his Fees, Sc. But it 
was not long e'er he obtain'd his Enlarge- 
ment, and aſſociated himſelf with Juzks 
and others, ſince executed for Street Rob- 


beries. He bore a part inthe Robbery 


of Mr.Waſeya Surgeon about three Years 
ſince in Leiceſter-fields, and tho? there 
were two Perſons executed for that Fact, 
and himſelf impeach'd for it, he eſcap'd 


till about the Spring of laſt Year, when 
he was ſeiz'd and ſent to New-Priſor ; 


but the Time being then elaps'd, and 
the Evidences either hang'd or tranſport- 
ed, there was no Proſecution brought 
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CAL -: 
againſt him, ſo that he only ſuffer'd a 
long Confinement; and growing weary 
of that, he meditated an Eſcape, and per- 
tected it by clambering over the Wall of 
the Priſon, holding two Piſtols cock'd at 


the Keepers all the while, threatning 


them with Death if they interrupted 
him. 


Chriſtopher Leonard, a notorious Houſe- 


breaker, was now become his intimate 
Companion, together with William Ble 
et, Emanuel Dickenſon, and many other 
Robbers, Captain Walker, the Keeper 


of New Priſon, made many fruitleſs 
Purſuits and Searches to recover him; 
but Mr. Burutmorth after ſome few Ex- 
curſions in, and about the Town, had 
made the Tour of Cheſhire, and fo got out 


of the Reach of ſuch Enquiries ; divers 
Robberies he ſaid he committed in that 
Country along with Dickezſoz his Compa- 
nion, but got fuch ſmall Booties, as were 
ſcarce ſufficient to defray their Charges ; 
andtherefore growing, as he term'dit, ſeed), 


and deſigning for Landon, they waited ſome 
Days at an Inn in CHeſter for a Fellow-Tra- 
veller, whom they might rob on the Jour- 


ney of his Money. At length they were 


intorm'd of a Shop- Keeper of London that 


was to go to Town, and inſinuated them- 
ſelves into his Acquaintance, telling him 


it would be adviſeable to go for London 


all 


(6) 
all together, becauſe the Roads were in- 
feſted with Robbers. The Tradeſman 
liked the Propoſal, and accordingly they 
all ſet out for London. On the Road 
Burumworth and his Comrade complain'd 
of a Shortneſs of Money, in order to 
ſound the Depth of their Companion's 
Purſe ; the Man, tho” altogerher a Stran- 
ger, bid them not be uneaſy at that, for 
as they appeared to be honeſt Men they 
ſhould want for nothing he could ſupply 
them with, and that he had got upwards 
of 20 J. in Caſh about him: This gene- 
rous Offer made them decline all 
Thoughts of robbing him, and at the 
End of their Journey Burn worth was fo 
ingenious as to acquaint him with his 
Courſe of Life, and with what a narrow _ 
Eſcape he had met with by falling into 
the Hands of Men of Honour. The Gen- 
tleman ſerv'd upon the Grand Jury the 
laſt Seſſions at the Old Bailey, where 
he related the whole Story, and ſent his 
Fellow-Traveller Mr. Bzraworth ſeveral 
Books of Devotion to the Condemn'd 
Hold of Newgate. - 5 
The Beginning of January laſt, Burn. 
worth and Kjt Leonard broke into the 
Houſe of the Right Honourable the Lord 
Chief Juſtice Eyre in Hol born. Roto, Lin- 
eolns-Inn- Fields; where, beſides ſtealin 
tome Silver-hafted Knives and Forks wt 
„ m_ 
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(7) 
other things, they took his Lord ſhip's 


Hat, which Barnworth ſaid was an ex- 


cellent Beaver, and that it coſt him eigh- 
teen Pence to have it fitted up for his 
own Wear. | 
They alſo broke the Houſe of Coun- 
ſellor Fazakerley in the fame Fields, 
ſtealing from thence ſome Plate, but 
miſs*d a vaſt Quantity more that was 
in the Pantry, where they had got into, 
and eat up the Jellies, and drank ſeveral 


Bottles of Wine; ſo that Burnworth after- 
ward ſaid they were remiſs in not ma- 


king ſuch due Search as they ought to 
have done, and laid the Blame on Le- 
nard, who he ſaid was always more in- 
tent on his Belly than his Buſineſs. 

Alſo about the ſame time Buraworth, 
Dickenſon, and one John Moor, alias Mur- 


| 505 went to drink at the George Ale- 


ouſe in Stocks Market, where one Sarah 
Tuck being preſent, ſhe, as Burnworth 
phraſed it, whiddled upon them, by telling 
another Woman that ſat next her that 
they were all Thieves; which Murphey 
overhearing, reſented, and ſaid, damm them 


that ſaid we were Thieves. Upon which 
one Hutton a Cooper that was ſitting by, 


ſaid a guilty Conſcience needed no Ac- 
cuſer; and on that he ſtruck Mr. Hutton. 


And the Diſturbance increaſing, Mr. Hall 


the Landlord came, and having a Suſ— 
picion 


C3 
picion of his three ſtrange Gueſts, he 
ſent for a Conſtable and charg'd him with 
them; upon which Murphe) ſtepping upon 
a Bench, took out a Piſtol, and clear the 
Way, ſays he, for d — my Eyes, the firſt 
Man that oppoſes me, Pll ſhoot him thro the 
Head. The Landlord offered thereupon 
to ſeize him, upon which the Rogue fi- 


red; the Powder flaſh'd in Mr. HalPs 
Face, but the Ball paſt by him, and ſhot 


out one of Mr. Hutton the Cooper's Eyes, 
and lodg'd in his Head; Byraworth and 
Dickezſon the mean time putting out the 


Candles, and then ran away. They were 


all purſued, but Burnworth and Dickenſon 
taking down Cheapſide, eſcaped, and only 
Moor, alias Murphey, taken in Stocks Mar- 
ket ; for which Offence he was at the 0/4 
Bailey ſentenced to pay a Fine of 50l. to 
ſuffer two Years Impriſonment, and af- 
terwards to find Security for his good 
Behaviour. 

On Tueſday the 18th of the ſame Math, 
Kit Leonard, who had committed an in- 
finite Number of Robberies along with 
 Buraworth and others, was ſeized in Saut h- 

wark by one Mr. Bifpop a Conſtable, up- 


on the Information and by the Aſſiſtance 


of Thomas Ball, which Bell kept a little 
Brandy-Shop at the upper End of Mzizt- 
Street near the Fighting Cocks, in an ob- 


{cure ſort of a Place, and ſcandalous 
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ward Burnworth, Willian Blewet, Ena- 


(9 )- 


Neighbourhood, and is ſaid to have for- 


merly been an Aſſociate with Leonard, 
and others of his Fraternity. Leonard 
being committed to the County Goal on 
Suſpicion of ſeveral Robberies, his Friend 
Burnworth, fired with Reſentment, vows + 
a bloody Revenge not only on Ball, but 


Mr. Biſhop the Conſtable, and all others 


that had been any ways inſtrumental in 
the diſcovering and ſeizing of him. 
Buruworth, 1n order to put his bloody 


Deſign in execution, orders a Meeting 


ot the Gang at Copenbagen- Houſe in the 
Fields between London and Kentiſh-Town, 
Four or five came accordingly, where 
they examined their Piſtols, and had 
Moulds for caſting of Bullets, pretending 


to the People of the Houſe, that they 


were preparing to ſhoot Birds for their 
Diverhan,. 
Another Conſultation was held at 


Black Mary's Hole for the Murder of Ball; 


ſome r opoſed to go drink a large Rec- 
koning, then to wound him ſo as to diſ- 
able him for ever, and then run away 
and bilk his Houſe. But Baruworth and 
Blewet would admit of no Expedients, 


but were for doing the Work effectually. 


On the 24th of Jauuar), the Day fatal 


to the unhappy Wretch, who was moſt 


inhumanely butcher'd in cold Blood, Eg- 


nuck 
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(10) 
nue! Dickenſon, Thomas Berry, John Legee, 


John Higgs, John Wilſon, and William 


Marjoram, met together at a Brothel in 
Chick-Lane, all armed with Piſtols; where 
after naming Thomas Ball, a Fellow call'd 
Country Tom ſitting by, ſaid he was a 


Rogue, and had wrong'd him of ſome 


Money, and they hinting as if they in- 
tended to do Ball ſome Miſchief, the Fel- 
low ſpent five or ſix Shillings upon them 
in Brandy, 
In the Afternoon they all adjourned 
from thence to a Muſick-Houſe in St. 


George's Fields, kept by one Ferwwel}, not 


far from Ball's Habitation; where, after 
having diverted themſelves with dancing 
the Hay, and drank themſelves up to a 
Pitch ſufficient to enable them to per- 
form the Helliſh Work, they went to 
Mr. Bals Houſe between ſix and ſeven 
in the Evening: he being at a Neigh- 
bour's, they ſent for him. When he en- 
ter*d, Blewwet took him by the Hand, aſ- 
king him how he did, and bid him fit 


down, which he being nor willing to do, 
ſaying he hoped they meant him no 


Harm: Damm ye, Tom, ſays Burnworth, 


or ſhall ſit down and drink; and then ta- 


king a Piſtol out of his Pocket, he ſhot 
him at the left Pap thro? the Heart ; the 
reſt of the Gang being in and about the 
Houle, to cover the Enterprize. Balls 
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Wife and others ſhrieking out in the 


Street, and a Piſtol being heard to go off, 
Numbers of People immediately aflem- 
bled about the Door, when Blewet came 
out and fired a Piſtol to diſperſe them, 
The Villains then went off, uttering the 
moſt execrable Oaths, and mightily re- 


joycing at what they had done. 


This Account themſelves gave of the 
Murder of Thomas Ball, after their being 
brought to Newgate ; but how this will 
agree with what appear'd by the Evi- 
dence at Ningſton Aſſizes, we ſhall ſee 


hereafter. 


Mr. Jones the High Conſtable of Hol- 
born Diviſion, who was in ſtrict Purſuit 
of Burnworth and Blewet, and Mr. Biſhop 
a Conſtable in Southwark, that had taken 
Mit Leonard, were the next Objects of 
their Fury, and whom they had ſingled 


out for Deſtruction. The Rogues at- 


tempted ſeveral times to put their 
wicked Deſign in execution; wherefore 
thoſe Officers were forced to withdraw 
from their Habitations; five of them ha- 
ving one Night beſet Mr. Jones's Houſe 


in Holborn, with a Reſolution to have 
{ſhot him, could they have got Sight of 
Him, as appear'd by their Diſcourſe, 


which was overheard by the Neighbours. 

Many other Perſons were put down in 

their dead Lift, Barzworth pronouncing 
C 2 Sen- 


| 1 

Sentence of Death upon whomſoever he 
thought thwarted their Rogueries, and 
uſed any Endeavours to apprehend them, 


having this cruel- Gang ready always 


at his Beck, to execute his bloody Com- 
mands. 7 

A Deſign was form'd to reſcue Kit 
Leonard from the Hands of Juſtice; it 
was propoſed, that an Habeas Corpus 
ſhould be brought for carrying him before 
one of the Judges at Serjeant's Inn in Chan- 
cery-Lane, under Pretence of his offering 
ſomething to be admitted to Bail, when the 
Gang was to attack the Coach he came in 
at a convenient Place between Souttwark 
and Fleet-Street, and carry him off from the 
Jaylors. This was contrived by Burnu— 
worth, but the reſt not caring to come 
into it, becauſe it muſt be done in, the 
Day-time, and in the Heart of the Town, 
that Project failed. 

The next Night after the Murder of 


Thomas Ball, Burnworth, Dickenſon, Berry, 
and one John Barton, the laſt executed the 


11th of March at Yyburn, committed di- 
vers Robberies with open Force and Vi- 
olence in the Streets of London and Weſ?- 


minſier; Blewet having then made a Trip 


to Hollaud to diſpoſe of ſome ſtol'n Boo- 
ty, but return'd again in a ſhort time. 
On Wedzeſday the 2d of February be- 


| tween nine and ten at Night, Barn- 


worth 
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worth, Dickenſon and Higgs came to the 
Houſe of Mrs. Sites in Southampton-Row 
near Bloumſlur)-Sguare; where, upon the 
Servant's opening the Door, they all three 
ruſh'd in, and took away in Money, Plate 
and Wearing Apparel to the Value of 1500. 

On the 1oth following, Bz7-wworth to- 


gether with Gillingham a Fruiterer's Son 


in St, James's-Street, attempted ro rob 
the Earl of Harborough near St. James's 
Church in Pzccaailly, When the EarPs 


Footman, a ſturdy Fellow, ſtruggled 


with Gillingham, and got him on the 
Ground, while Buraworth ſhot one of 
the Chairmen thro? the Shoulder for of- 
fering to reſiſt. The Piſtol going off, 


made the Footman to fear his Lord had 


been hurt, and Barnuorth threatning to 


ſhoot him, he therefore let Gil/iaghain go, 
Gillingham having likewiſe attempted to 
ſhoot a Piſtol againſt the Footman's Bel- 


ly, but it miſs'd Fire. Buraworth that 
Night loſt one of his beſt Piſtols in the 
Street, which gave him much Concern. 
Complaint being made to the Go- 
vernment of the Murder of Tamas Ball, 
and of thoſe other Villanies which were 
begun to be now aQted in the Face of 


the Royal Palace, in a General Council 


held at St. James's on the fach of Febru- 
ary, a Royal Proclamation was order'd 


to be iſſu'd for diſcovering and appre- 


hending 


„ 
hending any Perſon guilty of the Mur- 
der of Thomas Ball, or of any Murder or 


Robbery in the Streets of London and 


Meſiminſter, offer ing the Sum of 3001. for 
apprehending William Blewet, Edward 
Burnworth, alias Frazier, Emanuel Dicken- 
ſon, and Thomas Berry, for each and eve- 
ry one of them ; and for any other Per- 


ſon, who for two Months paſt had com- 


mitted, or thenceforth ſhould commit 
any Murder or Robbery in any of the 
Streets of London or Weſtminſter, 1 ool. 
over and above all other Rewards by 


Law appointed: And if the Perſon diſ- 
covering was an Accomplice, his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt Gracious Pardon, excepting 


he gave a Wound in any ſuch Murder. 
This ſtruck the Gang with great Ter- 
ror, Burnuorth, Higgs, Wilſon, Marjo- 


ram and Legee, had a meeting upon it at 


Black Marys Hole; Blewet, Dickenſon, 
and Berry, being gone for Harwich ſome 


Days before, where they got Paſſage in 


the Packet Boat to Holland. Burnworth 


thought he could be no where ſafer than 


at a Houſe in Taſh Street near Grays-Inz 


Lane, kept by Leonard's Wife, for that 


being not known by any in that Neigh- 


bourhood, and Leonard having been fo 
much oblig'd by him, it was impoſſible 


he ſhould be diſcovered there, The 
others were for going beyond Sea except 
John 
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(19) 
John Wilſon, who was alſo of Burnworth's 
Opinion, that the Suburbs of London 
were the ſureſt Refuge. John Higgs en- 
liſted himſelf in Wapping to ſerve as a 
Sailor on board the Monmouth then rid ing 


at Spit head, and was ſoon ſent down by 


Sea thither; and Marjoram and Legee 
however thought fit to continue in Lon- 
don; but Marjoram ſoon after falling into 
Company with one William James, a fa- 
mous Boxer, James advis'd him to ſur- 
render and make an ingenuous Confeſ- 
ſion of the Murder of Thomas Ball, &c. 
and of the Perſons concern'd therein, 
for that it might be the only way to ſave 
his Life. Marjoram liſtens to him, and 
agrees to be atan Alehoufe in Smithfield, 
where a Conſtable ſhould come and ſeize 
him, which nevertheleſs ſhould be look'd 


upon as a voluntary Surrender. This was 


accordingly done, and he was carried 
before the Lord Mayor of London, where 
he gave an Information of all the Perſons 
concern'd in the Murder of Ball, and 


particularly of John Legee, who was 


thereupon apprehended at a Houſe in 
Chick-Lane, and committed to Newgate ; 
Marjoram confronting Legee before the 
Lord Mayor, and making poſitive Oath 
of his being concern'd in the ſaid Mur- 
der. John Barton, ſince executed, diſ- 
charg'd a Piſtol at him in the Street, 

neaã r 


(16) 
near Goldſmiths-Hall, as he was carrying 
back to Hoodſireet Compter, for that was 
the Place Ma joram was confin'd in, by 
Order of the Lord Mayor. 

Nit Leonard having Burumworth in his 
power, and being tempted with the 
hopes of his own Pardon, and the large 
Reward offered in ample Terms by 


the Government, came to a Reſolution 


to diſcover and get him apprehended, di- 
recting his Wife to go ſecretly before 
Sir Fiſher Teuch, Bart. a Juſtice of the 
Peace in Hattou- Garden, and there to 
make Oath of his being concealed at her 


Houſe, and to agree to ſuch Meaſures as 
ſhould be concerted for taking him. She 


obeying her Husband's Commands, a 


Warrant was iſſued, but it was thought 


adviſcable not to execute it till an Op- 
portunity offer'd that he could do no 
Miſchief to the Perſons who were to be 
Tent to ſeize him. 


Mr. Hawkins,an Attorney in the Tem. 


Je, was the Perſon to whom the chief 
anagement of this Affair was commit- 
ted, at whoſe Chambers Leonard's Wite 
call'd every Morning to give him a Dia- 


ry of Buruworth's Proceedings, before 
ſhe weat to her Husband over theWater ; 


Burnworth's Thoughts being at the fame 


time taken up with Contrivances to pro- 


cure Leovard's eſcape from the County- 
Goal 
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Goal of Surrey; to which end he had 
ſent him five Guineas to purchaſe tlie 
Liberty of the great Yard of the Pri- 
ſon, and propos'd to diſguiſe himſelf like 
a Clergyman, and to go thither and take 
the Keys from the Turnkey by clappin 

a Piſtol to him, and ſo carry Leonard off 


or to have died in the Attempt. 


Mr. Hawkins agreed, with about eight 
or nine reſolute Men to perform the En- 


terprize, two of whom only were ad- 


mitted into the Secret, the reſt only 
knowing that they were to do ſomething 
by legal Authority ; and on Tueſday the 
22d of February in the Evening, they all 

rendevouz'd, by his Directions, under 
the Piazza's of the Inner-Temple, and 

proceeded from thence to Grays-Inn, be- 
ing well arm'd with Piſtols, and Mr. 
Hawkins with them: from thence they 


' detached one of the Company to Kate 
Leonard's Houſe for Intelligence. She had 


taken care to hide above Stairs a long 
double-edg*d and ſharp-pointed Knife, a 
moſt miſchievous Inſtrument, which 


| Barnworth uſually carried about him, and 
had with it wounded many People in his 


Robberies. The Hour of nine being 
come, the Company were all in the Street 
about the Door, and Burzworth buſy in 
frying of Pancakes, and his Piſtols not far 
from him in the Room; when Kate pre · 

tending 
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tending to go for a Pot of ſtrong Beer, 
open'd the Door and let in all the Men 
upon him; they fired two or three Piſtols 


over his Head, and ſeizing hold of him, 


he made a furious Reſiſtance, endta- 
vouring to get at his Piſtols, but being 
over-power'd by Numbers, and beat a- 


bout the Head, he at laſt ſubmitted, ſay- 
ing he would make no further Oppoſition. 


Upon ſearching him, they found a Gold 
Watch, a ſmall quantity of Silver, and 
ſome implements belonging to his Piſtols; 
but 25 Guineas he had ſew'd up in the 


Waſteband of his Breeches, they miſt of. 


Kate Leonard, who deſired ſhe might be 


taken along with him, and ſeemingly 
uſed roughly to prevent his ſuſpecting 
ſhe had betray'd him, ran away during 


the Scuffle. Being brought before a 
Magiſtrate, he ſeem'd not in the leaſt 


daunted, neither did he deny the Mur- 
der of Ball, but complain'd of the 


Treachery of Leonard, and the Cowar- 
dice of the Men that took him; he was 


brought ro Newgate, put into the Con- 
demn'd Hold, and heavily loaded with 
Irons. q Co EET, 
During his Confint ment there, ſeveral 
Perſons of Quality came ro fee him, and 
the day Major Ones) was try'd, a noble 
Duke, ſeveral Earls, and other Perſons 
of Honour and Diſtinction came to News 
gate. 
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gate. He being brought out to them in 


a place calPd the Lodge, entertain'd them 
with Stories of his many Robberies, and 
ſhew'd them the Trick of pricking the 
Girdle, &c. Upon which the Company 
were very merry, and his Grace ſaying 
it was a pity he did not diſcover his 
Gang, and get the favour of being Tranſ- 
ported, Burrnworth reply'd to the Duke, 
that He thought himſelf Fux enough al- 


ready. Being ask'd of his Parentage, he 


faid they were very honeſt People, but 
that another Brother and himſelf us'd to 


be continually Pilfering from their Mather, 


and ſhe complaining of it, he once ad- 
vis'd her to ſue the County for being 
robt> 4 between Son and Son; but he ſaid 


ſhe had not the Grace to follow it. 


The Criminals that were ſentenc'd to 
die at the Seſſions held in March, being 
put into the Condemn'd Hold with him, 
he gave them great Diſturbance by his 
ill Behaviour and wicked Expreſſions ; 


for being apprehenſive he ſhould be 


hang'd in Chains, he was often telling 
them, he ſhould have the Advantage of 


them who were but Dwarfs and Pigmies 
in Roguery, becauſe be ſbould be ſweetning © 
in the Air, while they were ſtinking in 
their Graves; but that he muſi agree with 
ſomebody to wipe his Shoes once a Week in 
Summer, otherwiſe they would be over. run 

| ——" worth 


— e 
OY RIS rr r 
eee 


5 5 "Op 9 ©. 7 wth . 2 . 
EUR on ag 4X r ²˙ —2—ꝛ 


. 
with Greaſe, & c. John Barton who was 
appointed to die for Burglary, and who 
had been an Accomplice with him in 
ſeveral Robberies, and the very Night 
before he was taken in Taſh- ſtreet, had 


together attempted to break open a 


Houſe in the YJockey-Fielus, near Grays- 
Inn, but were detected by the Watch; 
and a cry of Stop Thief being rais'd, 
Barton was laid hold on by a Watchman, 


but reſcued from him by Purnuorth's 
firing a Piſtol, and wounding the Watch- 


man in the Arm. Burnworth tak ing down 


Holborn, and the Outcry continuing, too 


OS: 


Gentlemen with a Link before them, at- 


tempted to ſtop him, but he cutting 
one of them acroſs the Arm with a Knife, 
eſcap'd alſo. This Barton complaining 
in the Condemn'd Hold of his Fate, pre- 
tending he did not value the Fear of 
Death, but the thoughts of an ignomini- 
ous one by the Halter ſhock'd him much ; 
Burnworth thereupon very earneſtly ad- 
vis'd him to have his Throat cut, uſing 
divers Arguments and Perſuaſions to 
ſuffer him to perform the Operation with 


a Razor: ſuch a propenſity was there in 
the Nature of this wicked Villain to 


Blood and Cruelty ! 


During his firſt Confinement in the 
Condemn'd Hold, he wrote an impudent 


Letter to Sir Philip Tork, his Majeſty's 


* 
tay 
55 
3 
1 7 ; 
bo 
8 
A 
2 
3 
4 
> 
Nev } 


: * - 5 4 
N 2 Woe « 3 "Ss * Shes, . 
% 12855 AN adds 5 r er ene 


N 


r 83 TN A CR OE ». ̃˙²— MD 42 Y 
J) ³˙A ĩᷣͤ K 225 4. ² T La 
I : r rr Ver * . = 


C21) 
Attorney General, pretending to make a 
diſcovery of a Deſign form'd againſt the 


Life of his Majeſty. He likewiſe wrote 


ſeveral Letters to many other Perſons of 
Quality and Diſt inction, pretending alſo 
mighty Services to the Publick by diſco- 
vering of Robbers in caſe he might be 
pardon'd. But putting the five con- 
demn'd Priſoners upon a Deſign of eſca- 
ping by breaking the Goal, and cauſing 
the Riot that enſued on the Day of the 
Execution, he was remov'd to a Place 
call'd the Bilboe- room in another part of 
the Priſon, where rhe Water running 
through it, he ſoon loſt rhe uſe of his 


Limbs, but recover'd them again in a 


{ſhort time, as appear'd by the Progreſs 


he had made towards an Eſcape ; for 


having been ſupply'd with proper Im- 
plements, he broke through the Wall 
of that Room, into the Ward where the 
Women are confin'd, two of whom he 


employ'd to ſaw off his Fetters, whilſt 


himſelf wrought at the Iron Bars of the 
Window, and had cut thro' one Tire, 
and was working thro* the other two, 


when another Woman, that was confin'd 


only for her Fees, diſcover'd him to the 
Keepers, who thereupon carried him 
back again into the Condemn'd Hold, 
and having loaded him with Irons, 
chain'd him down to the Floor. He had 


{ent 


(22) 
ſent eleven Guineas to his Mother the 
Night before, and ſome of his Compa- 
nions had procur'd a Boat, which lay 
ready for him at Blackfryers Stairs; a ve- 
ry few Hours more (had he not been 
diſcoyer'd) would have gain'd him his 
Liberty, when he intended to have gone 
on board a Veſſel in the River bound tor 
France, Tis ſaid, that during the time 
of his being in the Womens Ward, he 
had Converſation with two of them, 


to whom he gave the foul Diſeaſe, the 


which he afterwards boaſted of in the 
Condemn'd Hold. 


Many excellent Prayer-Books were 


ſent him by ſeveral charitable and well- 
diſpoſed Perſons, to prepare him for his 
Change; but he never regarded them, 
waſting his Time chiefly in painting Pic- 
tures of himſelf, writing of Verſes, and 
ſuch other uſeleſs Exercites. Wherefore, 
it may not be improper to ſhew our Rea- 


ders fome of his Poetical Compoſitions, 


VIS. 0 


Shrove-Tueſday was unhafpy unto me, 
As you will ſay, when ] do let you ſee 
The Treachery of one, whoſe Name is Kate 
Leonard, whoſe Husband was ty Wicks 
ed Mate; 2 
In all wy Undertakings which were bad, 
As robbing Houſes, and upan the a” | 
wQ 
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Two ſuch Robbers never yet were known, 


To do ſo much before that we were blown; 


But who would thought be would have 


provꝰ d unjill;, 

A Man that I did always ſo much truſt? 

He to deceive me, and to ſet me too, 

For him this MiscHikEr, Blewet and I'did 
Edward Burnworth, March 18. 1728-6. 


| Upon his being apprehended, 


If I bad kuown that they were coming in, 


I'm ſure Tſhould been guilty of more Sin; 
For there muſt 3 or 4 bave loſt their Lives, 


1 


* ome gone headleſs home unto their 

ves; 

But ob! had T1 not murder'd for that 
Wretch *, 

Who ought to fall a Victim to Jack Ketch. 

He always had my Pocket at Command, 

Likewiſe my Perſon with Piſtols in my 
Hand, 5 

How could J expect any other from his 

Hand, 25 

When I did know he came from Ireland? 

But now to think of it is too late, 

I have not long to my unhappy Fate. 


He valued himſelf mightily upon being 
true to his Engagements with his Fellow- 


* 


* Leonard. 


Rob- 


ll] (24) 3 
if Robbers, whom, as he ſaid, ſooner than 
1 betray, he would have ſuffer'd ten thou- 
|| fand Deaths, and thought that this ſup- 
UN poſed Virtue would in a great meaſure 
| attone for the Murder, and all the other 
wicked Actions of his Life. He was of 
Opinion, that the Murder of Ball was in 
itſelf but a (lender Crime, but that it was 
aggravated by his doing it on the Behalf 
of ſo worthleſs a Rogue as he call'd Kit 
Leonard. 
His averring to the Ordinary of N em 
gate, and offering to take the Sacrament 
i upon the Truth of it, v/z. that the Rob- 
= bery for which Benjamin Jones died was 
committed by him, and that Mr. Beeſley's 
| Plate, found at Jones's Lodgings, he | 
is drop'd in Lincolns-Inn- Fields, he acknow- 
. ledg'd was only a Contrivance between 
=. Jones and him, in order to fave the o- 
1 ther's Life. He faid he wonder'd, when 
2 ſaw the Skit would not bear, he 
hould carry it with him to the Gallows, 
and die with a Lye in his Mouth, a 
Fault he much blamed him for ; ſaying, 
that himſelf had acted always more inge- 
nuouſly with the World, for that he never 
deny'd any of his Robberies, or the Mur- 
der of Ball, being above ſuch mean Ac- 
tions; adding that as he had liv'd with a 
Piſtol in his Hand, ſo would he ſcorn to 
die with a Lye in his Mouth 8 
. & 


C25) 
He alſo charg'd Bartoz with affirming 
a moſt notorious Lye at the Gallows, vis. 


his Innocence of the Fact for which he 


ſuffer'd ; and ſaid it was his Wife that put 
the Iron Crow thro? the Bars of the Pri- 
ſon, under the Gate-way, that ler Air 
into the Condemn'd Hold, for them to 
break the Wall with, 
To conclude his Hiſtory and Charac- 
ter, a more bold and dreadtul Villain has 
not liv'd ; he was capable of all manner 
of Crimes, and was more particularly 
addicted to Cruelty; ſo that he could 


have imbrued his Hands in the Blood of 
any Perſon whatever, either for Plea- 
{ure or Revenge. He acknowledg'd that 


he had ſhot, and ſtabb'd very often in 
the Courſe of his Robberies, but could 
not tell the Conſequences ; yet believed 


four or five Perſons have fallen by his 


Hands, and there is very great Reaſon 
to believe he committed the horrid Mur- 
der at Hackzey upon Mr. Lamb's Foot- 
man, his Companions ſeeming to be of 
that Opinion, from ſome Expreſſions 
that eſcaped him. However, 'tis pretty 
remarkable, that with all his Vices, he 
was never given to drinking, always 
carefully avoiding Brandy and other ſpi- 
rituous Liquors, fo that 'tis ſaid he never 
was ſeen to be diſguiſed with them. 
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Of tl.e Notorious 
= William: Blewet. 


Illiam Blewet, aged about 28, 
was born in London in the 
Pariſh of St. Giles's Cri pple- 
| Gate, his Parents very poor 
: 1 but honeſt and induſtrious 
i — People, having brought up _ 
= a numerous Family of Children by their 
1 Labour; his Mother now ſelling Herbs 
=_ and Fruit at Cripple-Gate Condit, Their 
i Son William being admitted into the 
Il |  Free-School of that Pariſh, received there 
aan Fducation that might have qualified |: 
1 him for a much better Em ploy ment than 
| that of a Robber ; having made fuch a4 
| | | Pop? 
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(27) 
Proficiency in Writing and Accompts, 
that few or none in the School or Pariſh 
could excel, if equal him. At the Age 
of 14 he was bound an Apprentice to one 


Mr. Marchazud, a Perfumer of Gloves in 


the Old Change near St. PaPs; but pro- 
ving a wicked head-{trong Boy, he was 
more attentive to the Quarters of Maor- 
Fields (a Seminary for pilfering Rogues, 
and idle Apprentices) than his Maſter's 
Buſineſs. „ . 
Here he made himſelf ſo perfect a 


| Maſter in the Art of Diving, that before 
he attain'd the Age of eighteen, he 


practis'd in moſt of the Pariſh Churches 
in the time of Divine Service, bringing 
home ſuch Numbers of Handkerchiets, 
as greatly ſurpriz'd his Maſter ; being al- 
ways, as he ſaid, ſo fortunate as to find 
them in the Streets. But now and then 


meeting with the Pump or a Horſe-toad, 
Miſcarriages incident to People of that 


Buſineſs, his Courſe of Life was no long- 


er a Secret, ſo that he was declar'd a 


downright Pickpocket, and then his Re- 


putation and he parted. The Day that 


Auſtin's great Pudding was carried in 


Triumph thro? Southwark, he ſaid was 


fatal to him, he having ſeveral times been 
detected with his Hand in the People's 
Pockets, and ſtood the Rinſe three times 
for it in St. George's Fields. 
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| ( 28 ) 
MWeſiminſier-Hall in Term-time, and 
Fleet/treer in the Evenings, were the 
chief Scenes of his Robberies; and being 
parted from his Maſter, he went on in 
his wickedneſs without fear or reſtraint, 
till at laſt the Tears of his Mother, and 


Admonitions of his Brothers and Siſters, 


made ſome ſeeming Impreſſion on him: 


he then promis'd an amendment of Life, 
telling them, He would reuouuce the Devil 
and all bis Works, and go for a Soldier. 


And accordingly he enliſted himſelf into 


the Company commanded by the Right 


Honourable the Earl of Albemarle, in the 


Cold/iream Regiment of Foot Guards, 
where he behaved tolerably for ſome 


time, and got the Character of what 
they call a pretty Soldier, one that under- 
ſtood his Exerciſe and Duty ; bur art laſt, 
for Deſertion, or ſome other Crime, he 
was whip'd and drum'd out of the Regi- 
ment. | 
At the Seſſions at the Old Baily fol- 
lowing, he was convicted to the value 


of 10 d. for picking a Pocket of an 


Handkerchief, and being in ſome Months 
after put on Shipboard to be tranſported 
with many other Convicts to Virginia, 
the Felons had concerted Meaſures for 
murdering the Ship's Crew, and to make 
their Eſcape, or go a Pyrating with the 
Ship; which Deſign Blewet ge 
Mn | | | te 
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ted to the Captain, and fo prevented the 
intended Miſchief. The Captain, when 


he came to Virginia, made an Affidavit of 


this Service of Blewet's, and tranſmitted 
the ſame to the Right Honourable the 


Lord Carteret, then one of his Majeſty's 


principal Secretaries of State, and like- 
wiſe gave him his Diſcharge in Virginia, 
not to return, but that he ſould not be 
diſpos'd of as a Slave like the other Fe- 
lons. | te 
However Mr. Blewet, upon the 
Strength of this Merit, ventures into 


 Exrland, and the late Jonathan Wild be- 
ing intorm'd of his arrival, got him ap- 


prehended and committed to Neugate; 
and being try'd at the 014 Bail) for re- 
turning from Tranſportation, he was 
convicted and receiv'd Sentence to die: 
but his diſcovery of the murderous De- 
figns of the Felons as above, being pur 
into the Scale of Mercy, he obtain'd a 


Reprieve, and ſoon after the favour of 


being re-tranſported to America. 
Whilſt he lay confin'd in Newgate, he 


felt a violent Paſſion for the Charms of 


one Moll Sweet, a Gentlewoman from 
Moorfields, who having ſome Relations 
under Mi fortunes in the Priſon, paid a 
conſtant Attendance there; and ſhe being 
of a pretty condeſcending Temper, he 


ſoon gain'd her Conſent, and married they 


Were 


($9 
were according to the Rites and Cere- 
monies of the Goal, durante beneplacito, 
tho? he had at the ſame time a Wife li- 
ving, to whom he had been more legal- 
ly married. 

He cohabited with her, or ſhe rather 
with him, at his Habitation on the Com- 
mon-Side of Newgate, till ſuch time as 
his Affairs call'd him beyond Sea, which 
Was in a few Weeks; for a Ship being 
got ready for Tranſporting a number of 
Felons convict from Middleſex, Surrey, &c. 
he, amongſt the reſt, was put on board, 
and carried a ſecond time to Virginia. 
He behav'd well enough during his ſtay 
there, and got ſome Reputation and Mo- 
ney by Boxing, in which Art he was 
eſteem'd a Maſter, having before pub- 
lickly fought one Tom Tripes, a Cham- 
pion, on the Stage, at a Bear-Garden in 
London, with great Succeſs; tho? he often 
ſaid, that Buſineſs was one of the great- 
eſt Misfortunes that ever happen'd to 
him, and reckon'd it the principal Caufe 
of his Ruin, becauſe it had ſo expos'd 
him to the World, that he us'd to be 
pointed at ever afterwards by all the 
Butchers and Fellows in Town, which 
was a great Inconvenience to Men of 
his Profeſſion, : 

What is natural to moſt People, a 
Love of his native Country, and a De 

re 
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fire of returning to it, made him ſoon 
leave the Place a ſecond time, and ſhip 
himſelf for Exgland, hereby commirting 
another Act of Felony. As ſoon as it 
was known he was in London, Sir William 
Thomſon, the Recorder, iſſued his War- 
rant for apprehending him ; and no en- 
deavours were wanting to find him, ma- 
ny Places being ſearch'd, and particular- 
ly his old Haunts at ſeveral ſcandalous 
Brandy-Shops in Fleet//reet, but to no 
purpoſe, he having join'd with Byrmwworth 
and his Gang, and had rais'd himſelf 
from the low degree of a pitiful Fe or 
Pickpocket, to a more eminent Cha- 
F racer, as Street-Robber and Houſe- 
Breaker. 

He ſaid, that himſelf, Bzyrzworth, and 
Dickenſon, coming from a Brandy-Shop 
in Drary-Lane about the latter end of 
Chriſimas laſt, at rwo a Clock in the 
Morning, all very drunk, Dickenſon 
vomiting over a Poſt in the Strand, call'd 
out, A Blow by G—42; and ſeeing a little 
Man in a great Cloak paſs before them, 
they went up to him, demanding him to 
ſtand, and then carried him a little way 
down Milford Lane, where, with a 
bloody Cambrick Handkerchief given 
them juſt before by one Boozy Beſs, a 
Harlot, they tied his Hands behind him, 
and took away his Perriwig, * 
an 


(32) 
and a ſmall quantity of Silver; then un- 
button'd his Breeches, and turning them 
down, left him ſetting on the cold Stones, 
and wear about other Buſineſs. 

Two or three Nights after, the ſame. 
Rogues met with one Mr. Charlwwobd, an 
Apothecary in Covent-Garden, who going 
to viſit a Patient in Golden-Square that 


Was at the laſt extremity, near the Houſe, 


they all preſented their Piſtols at his Head, 
and fell to rifling him, taking a new Perri- 
wigs, his Rings, Money, Sc. and his 

Pocket-Caſe, in which were two Bank 
Bills, the one for 401. and the other for 


20], which laſt, upon a Dividend of 


other Things, falling to Blewet's Share, he 

{aid they were of ſingular uſe to him once 
in Wapping, where a Preſs-Gang laying 
hold of him, he produced the Bills, ſay- 
ing he was a Perſon of Conſequence, go- 


ing to Holland to negotiate the Affairs of 


the Eafi-India Company; wherefore the Sea- 


men ask'd his Pardon, and let him go. 


Blewet, Burn worth, Legee and Higgs had 
concerted to break into the Houſe of the 


Reverend Dr. Bennet, Miniſter of Cipple- 


Gate Pariſh, and came arm'd with Piſ— 
tols one Night for that purpoſe; but be- 
ing diſcover'd, when they were about the 
Houſe, by the Doctor's Foot man, they 
ſought to murder the Fellow, as like. 
wiſe a Watchman that was ſer to gangs 
the 


(33) 
the Houſe; but were prevented of their 
miſchievous Deſigns. When Byraworth was 
firſt taken, the Doctor came to Ne gate 
and examined him about it, who ingenu- 
ouſly rold him they delign'd to have been 
at the Church-Plate, which was lodg'd 
in his Houſe, the Doctor thereupon ſaid, 
that if they had came again, he was well 
provided for them, being furniſh'd with 
Blunderbuſſes, Piſtols, Sc. To which 
Baraworth anſwer'd, it was well if he was 
furniſtd with any body to have let them off. 


| Blewet, Dickenſon, and Berry being in 


Holland at the time of his Majeſty's Pro- 
clamation being iſſued againſt them, 
ſaw the ſame at the Ez2/;h Coffee-Houſe 
in Rotterdam, which ſtruck them with 
the utmoſt Conſternation; Blewet was 
for going farther, and Dicken/on and Ber- 
ry for returning to Exglaud, and conceal 
themſelves ſomewhere about Mapping. 
Blewet uſed many Argumeats to divert 
them from ſuch a Reſolution, but to no 
purpole ; they agreed with Captain Ri- 
chardſon of the Diligence Sloop to carry 
carry them, and accordingiy ſent their 
things on Board at the Brill. In the: 
mean time, Information being given to 
the Honourable Miflianz Finch Eſq; the 
Englih Miniſter at the Hague, that three 
Men were arrived at Ratte uam from Eng- 
land, whom no body knew, or could 
| 1 give 


„ 
give any Account of, and were therefore 
ſuſpected; whereupon, having before 


received the King's Proclamation, he 


ſent his Valet and two other Servants to 


Rotterdam, with Directions to enquire, 


and with an Order, in caſe they anſwer'd 
the Deſcription of the Criminals men- 
tioned in the Proclamation, to apply to 
the Magiſtracy for their being ſeiz'd. 
Blewet lodging at a Datch Houſe near 
the Bum Keys, they had an Opportunity 
of ſeeing him; and found he anſwer'd 
the Deſcription given, ſo exactly, that 
there was not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt 
his being one of che Villains; therefore 


at Night they got him ſeiz'd in Bed at his 


Lodgings. Dickeaſoa and Berry being 
gone to the Brill, an Order was ſent for 
ſecuring them alſo; they had got on 
board Captain R:c:ardf9zs Sloop, which 
was to have faild in a few Hours for Loz- 


don: A great many Watches, Rings and 


other Valuables were found upon them, 
which the Schouts that ſeiz'd them took 
away. Blewet and Berry were put into 


the Stadt Horſe at Nofterdam without 
Irons; but Dickenſon attempting tome 


Miſchief, was kept by himſelt, and none 
permitted to ſee him. 
Mr. Finch having given an Account to 
the Lord Viſcount Townſhend of what had 
been done, received Orders from Landon 
to 
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to apply for Liberty to ſend them over, 
which upon the firſt Application to the 
Preſident of the Hel, was order'd, and 
Fetters and Handcuffs to be made for ſe- 
curing them in the Ship; and according- 
ly they were put on board the Delight 
Sloop, Captain Taylor, at the Brill, with a 
Guard of ſix Dutch Soldiers. Upon their 
Arrival at the Bu in the Nore, Mr. Cow- 
per, Mr. Chandler and Mr. Turner, three 
of his Majeſty's Meſſengers, who had 
been there waiting twelve Days with a 
Warrant from one of the Secretaries of 
State to receive them, went on board, 
and having ſearch'd them according to 
Form, brought them up the River to the 
Tower, where they were taken out of 
the Sloop, and pur into open Boats guard- 
ed by Soldiers in other Boats, and car- 
ried thro” the Bridge to Meſimiuſter. They 
had a very long Examination before Va- 
thanel Blackerby, and Alexander Choc e 
Eſqs; two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace, during which, vaſt Numbers of the 
Quality reſorted to Juſtice Blackerby's 
Houle to ſee them; where a Gentleman 
dropping his Handkerchief, Blewet told 
him of ir, ſaying, D—z him, had he been 
| always ſo honeſt, he ſhould have had no Bu- 
\ fineſs there. They did not deny but that 
they were preſent when Ball was killed, 
and pretended they were no ways aſſiſ- 
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ting in the Murder, but that it was 


wholly Eurnworth's Act; and took upon 
them to excuſe John Wilſon, one of the 
eight, not yet taken. They were com- 
mitted to Newgate, where the Dutch I- 
rons were taken off, and thoſe of their 
native Country (to which they had been 
more accuſtom'd) put on in their ſtead, 
and were all three carried into the Con- 


demn'd Hold to Mr. Buruworth their 


Confederaae, and with him ſtapled 
down to the Ground, with Perſons ap- 
pointed to watch with them Night and 
Day, to fruſtrate all Attemprs ro eſcape, 


and likewiſe a Watchman ſet under the 
Gateway, to prevent any Implements 


being convey'd to 'em thro' the Grate 
that lets Air into them. Theſe prudent 
Meaſures entirely diverted them from 
all Thoughts of eſcaping, and they had 


Leiſure to employ their Thoughts and 


Time to a more ſuitable purpoſe. 
The Noiſe their Names had made in 


the World rais'd the Curioſity of almoſt 


all manner of People to an uncommon 


Pitch, inſomuch that the Concourſe at 


Newgate to ſee them, was near as great 


as that to viſit the late famous Jack 


Sheppard ; Blue, Red Ribbons, with Per- 
ſons of all Qualities, condeſcending to go 
into the Condemn'd Hold, and moſt Peo- 


ple giving them Money, they had rais'd 
4 
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a Purſe of near 20l. before they were 
carried thence to Kj»g/for, and kept eve- 
ry Day a good Table, and had Pleaty of 

Wine. T1 
Bletwet many times ſhed abundance of 
Tears in the Hold, and ſeem'd diſpos'd 
to fer himſelf about the Work of Re- 
pentance, tho' he did not care to do it 
publickly, that is, in the view of the Peo- 
ple that came to ſee them. He wrote a 
very handſome Letter to Dr. Bennet of 
Cripplegate Pariſh, deſiring his Prayers 
both in publick and private; the Doctor 
was ſo Charitable as to viſit him often in 
the Condemn'd Hold, pray'd with him and 
the reſt, and exhorted them to improve 
the ſhort time they had left to lay hold 
on the Means for attaining Salvation. 
His Diſcourſes ſeem'd to make ſome Im- 
preſſion on them for the time he rarry'd, 
but no longer; Burnworth always di- 
verting the reſt from good Purpoſes by 
calling for the Bottle, when the others 
have ask'd for the Bible: for tho? he was 
(as hath already been ſaid) little of a 
Drunkard, he was ſtill for promoting 
Drinking in the place of Devotion, and 
by his wicked Example, entirely diſ- 
_ courag and brought them off from their 
Duty. So that at laſt they ſpent their 
time in telling Stories of their former 
Exploits, and Blewet in particular related 
a 


(33) 

a Prank of his own, which he deſired 
might be recorded in the Hiſtory of his 
Lite, as an Inſtance of his great Wit; 
which is as follows: vis. That ſome time 
fince meeting at an Alehouſe a poor old 
Woman that fold Pves for her livelyhood, 
who being Blind defired him to condu& 
her into Jewiz-ſtreet ; that promiſing fo 
to do, he, inſtead of going thither, led 
her into Cripplegate Church when the 

Congregation were at Evening Prayers, 
telling her, ſhe was then in Jewzn-ſtreet ; 
whereupon the poor Creature begun to 
cry her Pyes, which diſturb'd the People, 
= gave Mr. Blewet a great deal of plea- 
ſure. 5 5 

He expreſs'd a deſire to fee his lawful 
Wife before he went to Mingſton, who, he 
ſaid, when he married, was an unſpotted 
Spinſter, her Maiden Name Mary Wooayer 
a Glovereſs in Turumill.ſtreet, calPd Fair 
Mary on account of an admirable Skin 
ſhe had; and, as he believ'd, had pre- 
ſerv'd her Reputation ſince, tho? he had 
not liv'd with her for ſome Years paſt. 
He ſent a Perſon to her Lodgings in 
Southwark, deſiring a Viſit, and ſhe ha- 
ving been ill a long time, was brought in 
a Coach to Newgate, where ſhe no ſoon- 
er had enter'd the Lodge and fate down, 
but ſhe expir'd before ſhe could have an 
opportunity of ſpeaking a Word we 
us- 
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Husband. Which being inſtantly told 
him, he ſhew*d no manner of Concern at 
it, but ſaid, Another Change bad happen d 
to Him, for now he was a Widower, aud bad 
nothing elſe to do but go a Courting. How- 
ever he ſent a Crown out towards her 
Burying, and the Corpſe was carry'd 
back in the Coach that brought her, to 
Southwark, from whence ſhe came. 
He deſired his Mother might lie under 
no Imputation of countenancing his 
Crimes by partaking of the Moneys got 
by his ill Courſes, as had been reported 
to her prejudice, that a more honeſt and 
induſtrious Woman was not in Landon, 
and ſhe never had the leaſt Aſſiſtance 
from him excepting one Guinea he had 
given her ſince his being brought from 
Holland; but that on the contrary, he had 
been very burthenſome to her by his 
wickedneſs, for which he ask'd her For- 
giveneſs, and begg'd her Prayers, as he 
did thoſe of other People, when he was 
ſerious. | 8 
He inveightd bitterly againſt the Dutch, 
calling them by many opprobrious Names 
for plundering him of his Effects, and 
ſo readily giving him and his Compaani- 
ons up when they had fled to them for 
Refuge, and wiſh'd he had gone to a 
more Hoſpitabie People, as the Frerch, 
or any other Nation, But it ſeems he had 


made 


3 

made a Cuſtom for two or three Vears 
paſt, of going often to Rotterdam, & c. to 
f diſpoſe of ftolen Goods, being a Factor 
as *tis ſaid for the late Jonathan Wild, 
with whom he always was in good eſteem, 
and went on in the exerciſc of his Bunction 
without any moleſtation from him. 

He ſaid he was ſure he had little or 
nothing to ſuffer hereafter, for that he 
had his Puniſhment in this Life, mean- 
ing by what he endur'd from the Nature 
of his Confinement; but that ſeem'd ve- 
ry little to affect his Spirits, for he gene- 
rally appear'd more Gay and Chearful 
than the reſt, and in the Waggon, on his 
way to Kinzſim, he was intolerably Im- 
pudent, bawliag out to the People, cal. 
ling one a Blacꝶ-guard Rogue, another, a 
Hell- horn Som of Bitch ;, &c. and when the 
Waggon ſtopt ar Kwights-bridze for them 
to drink, ſeeing Marjoram alias Huggedie, 
the Evidence againſt them, at a ſmall 
diſtance on Horſeback, wich his Legs 
tied, drinking alſo, he call'd out to ſome 
Gentlemen, laying, D jn we give that 
Rogue a Glaſs of Poiſon, and here's 20 
Guineas for the Man that does it Ly G—4. 


THE 


ro Manuel Dickenſon, the third 
P 5324 Perſon mention'd by Name 
in his Majeſty's Proclama- 
tion for the Murder of Thomas 
Ball, was about 24.Years of 


had been fince told it was in ſo miſerable 
part of the Country, as would afford 
neither Proviſions enough to ſubliſt him, 
Wood enough to hang him, or Earth 
enough to bury him. 7 25 

| G His 
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His Father bearing a Lieutenant's Com- 
miſſion in an Exgliſh Regiment, had the 
misfortune at the Siege of Air in Han- 
ders, to be kill'd under the Walls of the 
Town, leaving the weight of the Main- 
tenance of this Son and two Daughters on 
the Shoulders of his unhappy Widow, 
who immediately retired with them 
into Exgland, her native Country; where, 
in conſideration of her Husband's Death, 
and faithful Services in the Army (as 
were certify d by the late Duke of Marl- 
borough to her Majeſty Queen Aun) ſhe 
obtain'd a conſiderable Penſion from the 
Crown, and ſettled with her Family at 
St. Margaret's in Weſiminſier. Emanuel 
and his Siſters ſhe kept conſtantly to 
School, deſigning to have beſtow'd on 
them an Education ſuitable to her Cir- 
cumſtances, but the Girls as well as the 
Boy, we hear, prov'd unhappy, which 
was the Cauſe of much Sorrow to their 
Mother. 

The firſt Follies he fell into, were play- 
ing truant from School, pilfering Far- 
things and Marbles from other Boys, and 
ſuch low Vices, which by degrees led 
him to higher and capital Crimes, by the 
Commiſſion whereof, he had more than 
once forfeited his Life before he arriv'd 
to the Years of Maturity. The firſt 
| Robber of Note he aſſociated himſelf to, 
was 
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was one B. Branch (now a Priſoner in Neu- 

gate) they having broke a Houſe together, 
and robb'd it, quarrell'd about ſharing © 
the Booty, when Branch ſeeing Dickenſon 
would not do himJuſtice in the Dividend, 
propos'd to refer the Caſe to Jonathan 
Wild. The other agreed to it, and Jona- 
tan to be the Arbiter between them; 
who had, after much trouble, ſeeming- 
ly reconciPd them, by making a juſt and 
faithful diſtribution of the Plunder. But 
Branch not contented, conceal'd his Re- 
ſentment ; for not long after, meeting 
with Dickenſon at an Alehouſe in Mhite- 
cr0ſs-ſtreet, he made an Attempt to cut 
his Throat with a Penknife: he fail'd in 
his Purpoſe, yet however, gave him ſuch 
a Gaſh under the Chin, that he was 
ſome Week's in St. Bartholomew's Hoſpi- 
tal before he got cur'd of it ; the Wound 
leaving ſuch a large Scar, that ſerv'd to 
deſcribe him very notably in the Procla- 
mation: ſo that when the Dutch Schouts 
ſeiz'd him at the Brill, they turn'd up his 
Head to look for it, and immediately 
cry'd out, Ecce Homo 5 
He acknowledg'd himſelf guilty of 
numberleſs Robberies along with Blewet 
and Barnworth, &c. and when the for- 
mer was gone the ſecond time to Virgi- 
nia, he co habited with his Miſtreſs Moll 
Sweet all the time, ſhe then taking upon 
G 2 er 
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her the Name of Dickenſon. But when 
the other had return'd from his Tranſpor- 
tation, he honeſtly return'd her again to 
Blewet ; it being a Maxim it ſeems held 
very ſacred amongſt them, That Proper- 
ty 1n ſuch Caſes 1s always to revert, and 
the good-natur'd Doxy, ſome days before 
they went to Kzzeſton, was ſo kind as to 
come and take leave of them together 
in the Condemn'd Hold, before a num- 
ber of People, when ſome Tears were 
exchang*d on both Sides at parting. 

He frequently curs'd the Government 
of Holland, ſay ing, he had two ways a 
Right to its Protection; via. 1/7, As being 
a Native; 2dly, Flying thicher for Shel- 
ter; and denounc'd heavy Judgments 
and Curſes againſt that Republick. At- 
ter he had been apprehended, at his Ex- 
amination, he inſiſted ſtrenuouſly upon 
the firſt Article, which was had under 
Conſideration, and that was more a rea- 
{on for his being kept apart from the two 
others, than on account of a miſchievous 
Temper they diſcover'd in him. When 
he was on board the Sloop chain'd, and 
coming for England, he endeavour'd to 
Taiſe a Mutiny ; when one of the Dutch 
Soldiers, appointed ro come over as a 
Guard, ſtabb'd him thro” the Arm with 
a Bayonet, but the Wound was well 

heal'd by that time they got into the Ri- 
ver. W Be- 


EW) 

Being a Young Man of a genteel Ap- 
pearance, and good Aſpect, he attracted 
the Pity of moſt of rhe Quality, and 
others, whoſe Curiolity led them to the 
Priſon. He had, before his Confine- 
ment, ſo given himſelf up to Women, 
that he ſuffer'd greatly under the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe, and ſeem'd to be uneaſy that 
he had not an Opportunity to communi- 
care the Diſtemper before he died. He 
diſcover'd little rokens of Repentance for 
his paſt Life, and could hardly believe 
there was any Crime committed in the 


| Murder of Ball, he juſtifying the Fact 


by ſay ing, he was a damn'd falſe-hearted 
Rogue: but pretended, let it be how it 
would, that he had no Intention to kill 
him; for that Burzworth deceiv'd them 
all by concealing his Deſign to Murder, 
by telling them, he would only Bilk him 
of a Reckoning, or diſable him; and that 
it was upon that, and no other Account, 
they all went with him to Ball's Houſe. 

This was the Subſtance of what he 


uſually told ſuch as ask'd him Queſtions 
concerning the Murder. 


A » EOS 
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Hamas Berry, alias Teague, the 
fourth Perſon mention'd by 
gp Name for the Murder of 
8 (1 Thomas Ball in his Majeſty's 
Proclamation, about 2 

Years of Age, was born in the Hamlet of 
St. John's Wapping, near New Rag- Fair, 
of Iriſh Parents, who are now living, 
and very antient People, his Father being 
aged upwards of 86 Years. He ſerv'd 


an Apprenticeſhip to a Horner in Pettz- 


coat Lane, and marry'd the Daughter of 
a noted Dyer in Southwark, of good Sub- 


ſtance, and might have ſupported him- 


felf 
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ſelf handſomely enough had he taken 
juſt Methods; but he firſt drew his Wife 
into Poverty, and afterwards to be a 
ſharer with him in his Crimes, ſhe being 


now a Priſoner in Newgate for Tranſ- 


portation, having been convicted at the 
Old Bail) the laſt Seſſions of a Felony. 
He had not confederated himſelf long 


with Burnworth, and the reſt, but it 


ſeems had not been idle, having lent a 
hand to the opening of as many Houſes, 


and the robbing as many People in the 
Streets as the beſt of them all, for the 


time he had been amongſt them. 

And tho? he ſolemnly deny'd that he 
was ever charg'd with a Robbery, or had 
been before a Juſtice of Peace, till his 
falling in with Bunworth and Blewet's 


Gang, the good People at Newgate ſeem 
to be of another Opinion, and ſay, he 


hath oftentimes been their Tenant for 
petty Offences. 1 8 

Neither did he believe there was any 
great matter of Harm in the murdering 
of Ball, and thought that by his only 
ſtanding at the Door with a Piſtol in his 
Hand while he was ſhot, was ſo ſlight 


an Offence, that he did not think it 


worth while to give his Conſcience any 
diſturbance abour it. 


He alſo laboured under the foul Diſ- 
Eaſe in the Priſon, which gave him great 
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Pain and Uneaſineſs. At Ningſton it was 
proved, that when Mr. Ball was ſhot, he 
ſtood at the Door with a Piſtol in his 
Hand, threatning to ſhoot if the People 
came in, that were aſſembled about the 
Houſe ; tho' he deny*d to be there, and 
call'd his Mother and Siſter to teſtify, 
that they had heard Marjoram ſay, he 
could accuſe him of nothing, or Words 
to that effect. He appeared to be a 


Man of a ſmoorh, eaſy Temper, and not 


ſo obdurate as the others; and was viſi. 


bly dejected, ſhewing ſeemingly a great 


Concera at his Fate. 


THE 


2 on 
John Higgs. 
5 * OHN Hicks, alias Hug, 


about 21 Years of Age, 
was born in the Pariſh of 


2 lh, 
A. * — 
— 
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Walls of London, of honeſt 
parents, who took care to 
give him a moderate Educarion, and put 
him Apprentice toa Watch Chain-Maker 
in Chick. Laue; but his Mother being, as 
tis ſaid, ſo exceeding fond of her Child, 
that ſhe would never ſuffer him to be 
chaſtiſed, rho? for the greateſt Faults ; 
and was, by the wiſe Man's leave, of o- 
pinion, that a Child might follow the 
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r. Sepulchre's, within the 
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. 
Dictates of his own fooliſh Reaſon, and 
make a good Man, without the Uſe of 


thoſe terrible Inſtruments of Correction, 


Rods and Rattans, the Sight whereof 
would put her into a Swoon : Where- 
fore the Lad was always running from 
his Maſter to his Mother, and the Mo- 


ther continually complaining to the Maſ- 


ter of his Severity, threatening % tear 
as Eyes out, if he ſtruck a Chila»of hers, 

K. 

The Conſequence of this Indulgence 
appear'd ſoon after; for having quitted 
his Maſtcr's Service, before the Expira- 
tion of his Apprenticeſhip, and frequent- 
ing Skettle-Grounds and Shuffile-Board- 
Tables, he became acquainted with Ema- 
auel Dickenſon and Milliam Marjoranr, who 
introduced him to their Chief, Eaward 
Burnworth ; and he liking his Perſon and 
Mien, asked him it he had a mind to 
bear Arms, and live like a Man. Higgs 


at firſt ſtagger'd at the Propoſal, but be- 


ing kept drunk for two or three Days to- 
gether, he acquieſced, and was ſworn 


and admitted into the Society at Black- 
Mary's Hole, the Place of Rendevouz. 


Being provided with a Caſe of Piſtols, 
Powder and Ball; the firſt Exploit we 
hear he perform'd, was in a Field near 
Copenhagen-Houſe, a Place much frequent- 


ed by the Gang; where being along with 


B:ewet 


E 
Blewet and Burnworth, a Man that uſed to 
carry Money and things of Value about 
him, and was obliged to paſs frequently 
that way, and who the better to cajole 
and deceive the Robbers, had learn'd 
molt of their canting Terms: Him they 
ſaw coming over a Field, when Hzzes 
was order'd to attack him, who com- 
manded him wich Piſtol in Hand to 
ſtand, and to put both his Hands behind 
him. The Man in a whining Tone, crys, 


Gentlemen dowt hurt me, you look like very 


Wort Men, lut fiſh me, fiſh me, ſearch 
him, take my Nab, Gentlemen, aud welcome ; 
but for Clye TI ner was ja cainu'd ſeedy in 
my Life. Buraworth hereupon calls out, 


he's a Blood Ly G— 4d, a Flaſh Cull, a—z 


am, let ham go; by which means he ſaved 
his Purſe with 60 Guineas in it, and as 


ſoon as Buruuoith was apprehended, he 
came to Newzate, gave him a Bottle of 


Wine, and return'd him Thanks for his 
„ 

Higgs, as has been ſaid before, having 
enliſted himſelt on Board his Majeſty's 
Ship the Maumouth, then riding in the 
Harbour of Sp:theau, imagined himſelf to 
be pretty ſecure ; bur it being rumour?d 


7 


about St. Sefalchres Pariſh, that he was 


one of the eight that murder'd Mr. Ball, 
tho? he was not expreſly mentioned in the 


Proclamation ; an Enquiry was made af. 


H 2 ter 
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ter him by many of his Acquaintance for 
the ſake of a Reward, and ar length he 
was diſcover'd by the following Accident: 
vis. William Hirgs having written a Let- 
ter for his Brother %, deliver'd it to a 
Watchman of St. Sepulchrebs, to carry to 
the Poſt- Office, directed as follows, 7g. 
For John Higgs cn board the Monmouth 
Man of War at Spithead, or elſcwtere. 
The Watchman ſurprized at the Super- 
ſcription, thought he had an Opportunity 
of putting a Sum of Money into his Pock- 
et, but judg'd it convenient to conſult a 
wiſer Head than his own, and who more 
proper than his Maſter the Conſtable? 
The Conſtable adviicd with the Chufch- 
warden and other Sages of the Pariſh, 
and they with ſome more ſublime Capa- 
cities, as the Common-Council-Men ; 
till at Jaſt the Letter came into the Hands 
of one or his Majeſty's principal Secreta- 
ries of State, who find ing it to be of ſuch 
Importance, tho: gat to prevent its Mit- 
carriage, 'Twoot rhe King's Meſſengers 
were charg'd wich it 20 Mr, gs ar 
Spith-ac, who being brought up to Town, 
was hrit examined before juitice Blue 
kerly, where he ſeem'd dupoſed ro make 
an ample Confeſſion, if he might be ad- 
mirted an Evidence, He was committed 
to News..ire, aud aſter that examined be- 
fore the Lord Mayor, where he ſaid ma- 
ny 
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ny things that ſtrengthened Marjoram's 
Information, and had then great Hopes 
of being an Evidence. Baraworto and 
the reſt began to be apprehenſive of it, 
and gave over ſending Money and Vic- 
'tuals, as they had done to him and Le- 
gee before, they being kept on the com- 
mon Side in Newgate. But at Kjngf/on, 
when finding he mutt take his Tryal, he 
inſiſted upon his Innocency of Balis 
Death, ſaying he was not preſent, and 
Marjoram wore, that when Bails Mur— 
der was propoſed by Bryworti in St. 
George's Felds, Hicgs refuſed to go; but 
a Woman ſwore ſhe faw him in the 


Houſe, and Marjoram could not deny but 


the Woman was there, and that when 
all was over, Hegs came with them in 
the Boat to Dy-ſet Stairs, where they 
landed, and in Ficet/ireet diſpers'd, only 
Hiigs and himſelf going together. 


The Life of John Legee. 


* 


Lage, aged about 21 Years, 
JI was born in the Pariſh of St. 


G:ies's Cripplegate, of wealthy 


Parents, who falling to decay, were for- 
ced to alter the meaſures they had taken 
for 


SEE NO FN Legee, alias Legg, alias 
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for the Diſpoſition of their Family. In 
the 13th Year of his Age, he was bound 
Apprentice ro a Cabizet-Maker ; but fre- 
quenting a Victualling- Houſe in Whzte- 
Croſs-fireet, nororious for harbouring 
Thieves, he ſoon became acquainted with 
their Perſons and Practices, and then bid 
farewell ro his Trade and Maſter. He 
began with picking of Pockets in Moor- 
Fields, and other publick Places, and 
was ſoon enter'd a Fellow of Mittingtou's 
College; for being detected in picking 
a Pocket near the Pozltrey Compter, he 
was ſent to Newgate for it, convicted at 
the 014 Bailey, but obtain'd a Warrant to 
permit his Tranſportation. He had not 
been long engaged with Blewet and Byrn- 
worth, yet ſaid he had been concern'd 
with them, and others, in many Burgla- 
ries, particularly the breaking and rob- 
bing the Houſe of Juſtice Pinaar at Cler- 
kernel, and likewiſe that of Dr. Maſſey 
in the ſame Pariſh, ſoon after Chri//mas 
laſt, from whence they got conſiderable 
Booty. 

The Night before Ball's Murder, he 
and Buruworth broke into a Gentleman's 
Houſe in Hhurn Road, from whence they 
ſtole a great Quantity of Plate and other 
things of Value; beſides a Suit of black 
Clothes, which they flung away in the 
Fields, becauſe they were loaded with 
Yr 5 better 
p 
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better Booty, and the Clothes trouble- 
ſome to carry. on 
He was one that acted a great Part in 
the Murder ; for when Mr. Ball was pro- 
| poſed to be killed, he was the firſt that 
conſented to it; and when the blood 
Act was done, he held a Piſtol at Mrs. 


Bali's Breaſt, ſwearing he would ſhoot 


her if ſhe ſtirr'd out of the Houſe to a- 


larm the Neighbourhood ; bur ſhe found 


means to get out ata back Door, that he 
knew nothing of. And at the Muſlick- 
Houſe in St. George's Fields, where the 
Gang had been dancing, he took a Wo- 
man into a private Room, and asking 
her if Ball uſed that Houſe, ſhew'd a 
- Piſtol, which he ſaid ſhould do his Buſi- 
nels, 

A Match having been agreed on be- 
tween him and the Siſter of Vill. 
James, a boxing Fellow, the Marriage 
was ſolemnized the Day after BalPs Mur- 
der, Burnworth, Blewet, Dickenſon and 
Barton, the laſt executed ſince at Tybarn, 
honouring the Nuptials with their Pre- 
ence, dancing Minuets, and Country- 
Dances, and were exceeding gay and 
merry together; but in little more than 


a Fortnight, our Bridegroom was appre- 


hended, and ſent to Newgate, partly by 
the means of his Wife's Brother, who put 


Marjoram (as has been already ſaid) up- 
y | : -- a 
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on making a Diſcovery, fo that Legee 
was the firſt that was apprehended by 
Its 

Before they were carried from New- 
gate to Ringſton, an Alchouſe-Man in 
Cripplegate Pariſh, being informed that 
it was all the Diſcourſe of the Condemn'd 
Hold, that he had det, where a Di- 
amond Ring, and other Valuabics, ſtole 
by Legee, were repoſited, and had given 
Information againſt ſeveral Robbers then 
at Liberty, and was doing other things that 
might tend to the Service of the Publick; 
the Man therefore came in a terrible Paſ- 
ſion to Newgate, to purge himſelf of the 
Crime, and reproach'd Lege for being the 
Author of ſo vile a Slander; ſaying, 
that his Houſe being chiefly frequented 
by People that went abroad, this heavy 
Accuſation might be a means of ruining 
him, and his poor Family, and therefore 
begg'd that Juſtice might be done him in 
this Particular, before they left the World. 
He likewiſe ſent to the reſt- in the Con- 
demn'd Hold, deſiring the ſame Favour, 
when Blewet ſent him Word out, that he 
had been a blackgnuard, whidaling Dog, and 
a Perſecutor of the Brethren; and therefore 
would neither ſee nor forgive him: where- 
fore the Fellow went away in the utmoſt 
Confuſion; ſaying, with Tears in his 
Eyes, he was an undone Man. 


x An 
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An Account of the Tryal, Conviction, Sen- 


tence, &c. of the ſaid Six Malefattors at 
Kingſton Aſſizes. 


N Wedneſday the 3oth of March they were 

put into an Open Waggon at Newgate, 
hand-cuff'd to one another in Couples, fetter'd 
and chain'd to the Carriage, and ſo carried to 
Kingſton, guarded by a Party of the Horſe- 
Grenadiers. At Turnham-Green the Waggon 
ſtopt, where ſome Great Perſonages, accompa- 
nied by ſeveral Juſtices of the Peace, had a com- 
pleat View of the Priſoners; who behaved as 
if they had been going to a Merry-making, 
ſhouting, laughing, and curſing at every body 


they ſaw : And Burnworth made a moſt blaſphe- 


mous Diſcourſe, in a Tone imitating a Quaker's 
Sermon ; and on ſeeing a Dung-Cart, he call'd 
out to the Driver, to know what he would 
have to carry away their Bodies from the Gal- 
| lows after Execution. And a Gentleman who 
rode by the Waggon-fide having reprov'd him 
for ſuch his indecent Behaviour, he took up 
a Bottle filbd with Wine in his Right Hand, 
(which was at liberty) and waited an oppor- 


tunity to have daſh'd out his Brains, as himſelf 


afterwards owned : bur his Deſign being taken 
notice of, the Bottle was taken from him. | 

About Noon they arrived at Kingſton, being 
met by numbers of People on Horſe-back at 
ſome diſtance from the Town. 'They were 
carry'd immediately to the Jayl, call'd the Stock- 


Houſe ; where they gave directions for a Quar- 


ter of Lamb for their Dinner, ſaying, they 
would live as well as the Judges at the Aſſizes. 


1 When 
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When the Judges came into Town, Blewet's 
Mother deliver'd to one of them a fooliſh Let- 
ter, importing, That they were to be ſhot, in 

caſe they proceeded to try the Priſoners, by 
| ſome of their Confederates that were abroad: 
which Letter was pretended to be ſent out of 
kindneſs, to advertiſe the Judges of the Danger. 
But Mrs. Blewet was told, that ſhe ſhould have 
been committed for bringing it, had ſhe not 
been Mother to one of the Wretches. 

On Friday the firſt of April, the Grand Fury 
having found a Bill of Murder againſt them, 
the Court proceeded to their "TI'ryal. When 
being arraigned, Blewet and Dickenſon refuſed to 
plead till their Irons were taken off; for which 
Order was given: but when they were freed 
of their Hand-Cuffs, they ſaid they would be 
content to ſtand in their Fetters, and give the 
Court no farther Trouble: And then pleaded 
Not Guilty, as did alſo Higgs, Legee, and Berry. 
But Buruworth abſolutely refuſing to plead, till 
his Hat and Perriwig, and a Gold Watch, that 
the Conſtables and others took away when they 
apprehended him, were return'd again ; the 
Court paſs'd a Sentence, 'That he ſhould be 
preſs'd to Death, in the uſual manner. So he 
being carried away to ſuffer the ſame, the 
Tryals of the other five came on. 

William Marjoram was the firſt Evidence 
call'd for the King; who depoſed, That him- 
ſelf, together with John Higgs, John Legee, and 
John Wilſon, (the laſt not taken) did on the 
24th of January laſt go to Cepenhagen- Houſe, and 
as they went over the Fields fired off four of 
their Piſtols, to try in what Order they were 
for Robbing ; That at Copenhagen-Honſe they 

met with Bleuet, Burnworth, Dickenſon, and 
| Berry, 
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Berry, who were drinking of Beer and Brandy, 
Blewet telling them he had been out in che 
Fields, and ſhot a Freldfare; for that Diver- 
ſton they pretended to the People of the Houſe 
was the Occaſion of their coming thither. 
That Burnworth fell to the caſting of Bullets in 
a Mould, while the reſt went out to examine 
and clean their Piſtols in the Fields. That 
after having drank to about three or four Shil- 
lings, they adjourn'd all together to Black Ma- 
_ vy's Hole, where they ſpent ſeven Shillings more 
in ſeveral ſorts of Liquor, and from thence 
came into the Town. That in Turnmill-ftrea, Mr. 
Walker the Keeper of New Priſon ſeeing them 
paſs by, call'd out to Blewet and Burnworth, 
who went over to him; when ſome Words ari- 
ſing, they ſoon left him, and the People ga- 
tnering in the Street, the Priſoners made thro? 
Whitehouſe- Alley, and having given out to the 
Mob, that the firſt Man who came after them 
they would ſhoot, Mr. Walker did not think 

fit to purſue them. Being come to Blackfryars- 
Stairs, they took Boat, and landed near the 
Falcon; and then went to Jewell's Muſick- 
Houſe, the Sign of the Gun in St. George's 
Fields, they met there with ſome Women, with 
whom they danced, and Legee retired with one 
of them into a private Room : That about Five, 
when it was full dark, they paid their Reckon- 
ing, and came away: That in S. George's Fields 
Burnworth ſaid, Now let us go to Tom Ball's 
Houſe, and kill him. _ 
They all agreed ſo to do, excepting Higgs, 
who ſwore he would not go, but would leave 
them; that coming to Ball's Houſe, they all 
enter'd, asking his Wife, who (with another 
Woman) was ſitting by the Fire, where her 
= I 2 Husband 
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Husband was. She faid he was not at home, 
and went towards the Door, ſaying ſhe would 
go fetch him; and at that fatal Criſis, the un- 
happy Wretch was juſt entring the Houſe, 
when Burnworth, who followed the Wife with 
a Piſtol, ſeeing him, laid faſt hold on his Col- 
lar, and brought him into the Houſe: That 
then they ſhut up the Window, and bolted the 
Door, when Burnworth ſaid ro him, How could 
you be ſach a Rogue, Ball, to go to ſeek my 
Life laſt Saturday? But to be even, I am now 
come to take Yours ; Blewer, Dickenſun, and the 
Evidence, together with Mrs. Ball and another 
Woman, being preſent at this dreadful Scene, 
and the other Rogues about the Houſe : That 
Burnworth then lifted up his left Arm, and ta- 
king a Piſtol out of his Pocket, ſhot him at the 
_ Pap into the Heart, of which he inſtantly . 
"Med. - 
Mrs. Ball, Wife of the Deceaſed, confirmed 
Mas joram 8 Evidence, as to the Manner of en- 
tring the Houſe, Cc. adding, that ſhe appre- 
hending they deſigned her Husband Miſchief, 
ſhe was going to give him notice of it ; but un- 
fortunately met him at the Door, when Burn- 
worth pulled him into the Houſe, and ſhe fol- 
lowing, Legee ſwore he would ſhoot her, if ſhe 
went out again; yet ſhe found means to get 
away out at a back Door. 

Richard Ball ſwore, that his Brother the 
Deceaſed and himſelf, being drinking at a 
neighbouring Alehouſe, a Woman begged he 
would cut her a Stake of ſome Pork he had in 
his Houſe; and he going home to do it, unfor- 
tunately fel into the hands of the bloody Vil- 


lains, without having an opportunity to defend 
himſelf, or eſcape. 
Mar- 
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Marjoram having in his Evidence hitherto 
ſaid nothing that affected Higgs, the Woman 
that was preſent with Mrs. Ball, when the 
Rogues entred the Houſe by two and two, 
ſwore ſhe ſaw Higgs about the Entry with a 
Piſtol in his hand, at the Time the Murder 
was committed : Marjoram then added, that 
when they came: all out of the Houſe, a great 
Croud being aſſembled, and ſome endeavouring 
to enter, Berry ſtanding at the Door with a 
Piſtol, ſwore he would ſhoot the firſt that did 
ſo, and Bleuet fired one to diſperſe them. That 
then coming to the Falcon, they found Higgs 
there waiting for a Boat, but that he had not 
ſeen him at Ball's Houſe. Being asked if he 
could ſwear that he was not there, he ſaid he 
could not, for that being ſo taken up with 
looking at the Deceaſed, he did not mind : 
Being further asked, if he ſaw the Evidence 
that ſwore ſhe ſaw Higgs there, he ſaid he did, 
and that Higgs came in the Boat with the reſt 
over the Water to ſome Stairs near the Temple, 
where they landed, and in Fleerſtreet parted ; 
Blewet, Dickenſon, and Burnworth, going towards 
the Strand, while Higgs, himſelf, and the others, 
went another way. 

A great many Witneſſes were call'd to cor- 
roborate Marjoram's Evidence, viz. the Miſtreſs 
of Copenhagen-Houſe and her Son, who confirm'd 
the Account of their meeting there, their ma- 
king of Bullets, and trying and cleaning their 
Piſtols, &c.- in the Fields. 


Captain Walker confirm'd his meeting them 


in Turnmill-ftreet, and the Conference he had 


there with Byuraworth and Bleuet, and that he 
nad purſued them, but for a Perſon who in- 
form'd him, they had threatned to ſhoot the 
firſt Perſon that did ſo.” | The 
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The Waterman that carry'd them from 


Blackfryars-ſtairs, ſwore to the Day, to the 
Number of his Paſſengers, and to ſeveral of 


their Faces. 
The Woman that withdrew into a private 
Room with Legee at the Muſick-Houſe, ſwore 


that he then asked her, if Ball frequented that 


Houſe; and telling him he did not, he ſhewed 


her a Piſtol, ſaying there was that which ſhould. 


do his Bufineſs; and that in half an Hour af- 
terward, ſhe heard Mr. Ball was kill'd, _ 


A Man ſwore, that being at Charing-Croſs in 


a Nisht-Cellar, and ſeeing Blewet, Dickenfon, 
and Burnworth there, whom he knew, he heard 
the laſt ſay, D—# me, hau't Itipt it on Tom Ball. 
The Priſoners made but a very trifling De- 
fence, only now and then interrupting the Wit- 
neſſes with inſignificant Queſtions. Berry in- 
deed call'd his Mother and Siſter to prove that 
Marjiram had given it under his Hand, that 
he could not ſwear he was in the Houſe when 
Mr. Ball was killed. Marjoram own'd that to 
be true, adding, that he had not ſworn he was 
in the Houſe ; but ſtood to his firſt Evidence, 
that he was at the Door, and 'threaten'd to 


ſhoot if the Mob enter'd: for which Promiſe, 


Berry's Siſter had given him half a Guinea, 
The Jury having heard the whole Evidence, 

brought them all in guilty of Milful Murder. 
Burnworth having ſubmitted, was taken out 


of the Preſs, brought into Court, and put 


himſelf on his Tryal; but having little ro fay 
in his Defence, was found guilty alſo of Miſful 
Marder. 
Monday the 4th of April they were brought 
into Court, and received Sentence of Death. 
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Upon which, all but Burnworth begg d for 
Mercy; and withal, that their Friends might 
de permitted to come to them in the Priſon ; 
ghich laſt Mr. Juſtice Denton told them ſhould 
be granted, bur that one Perſon only ſhould be 
admitted at a time. They were then remanded 
back to the Stock- houſe. 


Burnworth being recover 'd of his Agony, was 
aSk'd by a Gentleman the Reaſon for his giving 
the Court ſo much Trouble, and to ſo little 
purpoſe : He ſaid, It was becauſe they deſign'd 
to make Fools of him and his Comrades, by 
appointing their Trial for an April Day. And 
ſaid farther, That at his receiving Sentence of 
Death, he had a great mind to have pleaded 
his Belly, for that he felt ſtrange Emotions in 
his Body fince his being preſs'd. He likewiſe 
diverted himſelf with his Pencil, in drawing a 
Repreſentation of his lying jn the Preſs, and 
repeating Stories of his former vicious Courſes. 
But before the Judges went out of Town, he 
wrote a very ſubmiſſive Letter to one of them, 
pretending that there were horrible Deſigns on 
the Anvil by Robbers, whom he would dif- 
cover in caſe he might obtain the favour of be- 
ing Tranſported, and would become a New 
Man for the remainder of his Life; and that if 
Mercy could not be ſhewn him on that ac- 
count, he pray'd it might be on another, viz. 
His being nearly related to one of the moſt 
worthy and wealthy Families in Wales, which 
would be much ſcandalized by his being put 
to a ſhameſul Death. I 


K A 


how he came by the Letter, which it ſeems was 


Bavins adjoining to the Priſon, and to two or 
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A Waterman having deliver'd a Letter t 
Mr. Williams, a Gentleman belonging to th 
Lord Chief Juſtice Raymond, containing thek 
Expreſſions, viz. Mr. Williams, we can prove h 
two Witneſſes, that there are Arms bought for od 


Men, to aſſaſſinate one or both of the Judges. Yourz, 
A, B, C, D, E, F, G. The Man was was com- 
mitted till he gave an Account of himſelf, and 


deliver'd to him by three Gentlemen like Per— 
ſons at Hungerford Stairs, and he came with it 
from thence to Kingſton. 


There being a great many of the Relations 
and Friends of the Criminals in the Town, ſe- 
veral Contrivances were thought on to promote 
their Eſcape from the Stock- Horſe, a ight Priſon; 
which being however guarded both within and 
without by 30 Foot-Soldiers well arm'd, ſhould 
ſeem to render ſuch a Deſign altogether im- 
practicable: yet ſo indefatigable were they in 
their Endeavours, that Burnworth's Mother co- 


- ming to him, the Keepers found upon her ſe- 


veral Saws, Piſtols, and other Implements, td 
aſſiſt them in making their Eſcapes, for which 
ſhe was committed to Priſon. There was alſo 
found upon the Priſoners a large Knife, with 
which, if they could not have effected their 
Efeape, they intended to have murder'd the 
Perſons that watch'd them, and Mr. Elliot the 


Goaler; but being diſcover'd, they gave away 
their Files to the Guards that attended them. 


Had they ſucceeded in this Attempt, their de- 
ſign was to have ſet Fire to a large Stack of 


three 


(65) 
three other places in the Town, that while the 
Inhabitants had been buſied in quenching the 
ſame, they might have had time to have got 
away to London, or ellewnere. 


Blewet, the Night before the Execution, 
brrit out into a Flood of Tears, mightily be- 
wailing his deplorable Condition in having loſt. 
tize Opp rtunities he had of making his Peace 


with tze Almighty ; lay ing the blame chiefly on 


Burnwrth, who he faid was fo abominably 


 hardeu'd, that he would neither pray himſelf, 


ror tuffer cue others to do it. He having made a 
diſcovery of a Deſign form'd by two Men in 


Holland to murder the Maiter of an Enghſþ Sloop 
trading thither, an Affidavit of ſuch his Con- 
feſſion we hear was made by the Clergy man 


that took it, and the ſame tranſmitted to the 
Hague, in order to the apprehending of the 


Villains. 


Burnworth continu'd Deaf to all the Exhorta- 
tions of the ſeveral Clergy men that attended him 
and the other Pr iſoners, telling the People, that the 
Apprehenſions ct Death were no ways terrible 


to him, and that he could comprehend nothing 


of a future State, having, as was his conſtant 
Phraſe, 0 Notion of it; but ſaid, he look'd up- 
on Death to a T1 hief to be no more than Bank- 
ruptcy to a Shopkeeper ; if he thriv'd, it was well; 
if not, it was bur ſoutting up, and "there was an 
end of the matter. 


K 2 Dickem 
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Dickenſon frequently deſired to be informed of 


the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, as greatly fear- 


ing he had fallen into the Commiſſion of it : he 
appear'd ſhock'd at the approach of Death, 
and was more terrify'd when he was told his 
Body was to be hung in Chains, he having pro- 
vided an handſom Coffin for its Interment. 


The others behaved ſoberly, ſeeming to be 


well compos'd, till they were informed that 


an Order was come from the Government for 


their being hang'd in Chains, which alſo ſtruck 


them with great Conſternation. 


On Wedneſday, the 6th of April, about 10 in 
the Morning, their Fetters having been taken 
off, they were all ſix, together with one Black- 
burne that was to ſuffer for a Robbery on the 
High-way, put into one Cart, and carried to 


the Place of Execution, about a Mile from the 


Town, the Sheriff and his Officers riding be- 
fore with white Wands in their Hands, and a 
Guard of zo Soldiers, with their Pieces load- 
en and Bayonets fix d, marching before and be- 
hind the Cart. Being come to the fatal Tree, 
Burnwort h ask'd the Sheriff if there was Order 
for any more than himſelf and Bleuet to be 


hang'd in Chains? And being told all their B: - 


dies muſt undergo that Fate, he ſaid, Jt was 
pity the reſt ſhould. farther ſuffer for what he had 
done. And taking a View of the Country, 


which laok'd extremely pleaſant (it being a fine 
Day) ſaid, It was a glorious World to leave. 


Blewet ſeeing amongſt the Crowd one Warwick, 
a famous Bexer, he call'd out to him; * 
| | ; 18 18 
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his Knees, ask'd him Pardon for having for- 
merly made an attempt upon him, and put him 
in fear of his Life, by preſenting a Piſtol, and 
threatning to ſhoot him, becauſe he appre- 
hended he was about to give Information 
apainſt him. Dickenſon acknowledg'd, he had 
once fired a Piſtol at one Hunt, a Stock Jobber, 
in St. George s- Fields, with intent to kill, but did 
not hurt him. Their Cloaths which they had 
given to their Relations, as not then knowing 
they were to be hang d in Chains, were re- 
turn'd them, that they might not be hung up 
in their Shirts. And Burzworth, tho? the Hal- 
ter was about his Neck, could not forbear 
ſmiling, to ſee the Coffins provided for Bleuer, 
Dickenſon, and Berry, carried away again; and 
| paſs'd ſome Jeſt upon the Occaſion, which was 
not well heard by the People. They all ac- 
knowledged, that to have given a particular 
detail of their ſeveral Robberies, (a Work 
mightily ſought for by ſome poor Printers that 
hung about them) would be an endleſs Task; 
Burnworth ſaying, that for his part alone, an 


hundred Sheets of Paper wrote as cloſe as could : 


be, could not contain them. When they were 
turn'd off, ſome pious Ejaculations were heard 
to come from them, as Lord have mercy upon us ! 
Hriſt have mercy upon us! &c. having juſt before 
mutually ſaluted, and ſhook Hands with each 
_ | 


The Execution being over, all the Bodies, 
excepting that of Blackburxe, were put into a 
Waggon, and guarded by the Soldiers to the 
County Goal in Southwark, where they were 
expos d to great Numbers of People till the 

N e F a Sa- 


e 
Saturday following, when the Chains being 
made, and the Gibbets erected, they were put 
up in the manner following, viz. Burawo th 
and Bleuet on one Gibbet in St. George's 
Fields ;; and Dickenſon and Berry upon another 
at Kennington-Common ; and Lege and Hige on 
a third in the Road between London aud King- 
ſton; as a juſt and «cr. sdtul Examp'e for all 
others to avoid che like Villanous Actions, 
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